
























































































































































































































































































































































best to site high-yielding wells without the need 
for expensive preliminary investigations or 
testing. 

Many drillers familiar with finding water in 
the Piedmont and Blue Ridge report that ap­
proximately 5-7 percent of randomly drilled do­
mestic wells have a high yield potential (greater 
than 50 gpm). Observations from this study 
indicate that the high yield wells lie in identifi­
able geologic structures. The structures which 
can be identified as representing potential high­
yield sites probably occupy only 5 percent of the 
land area or less. Thus, rational development of 
ground-water resources in the Piedmont/Blue 
Ridge may require developers of water supplies 
to obtain drilling sites or water rights in places 
more remote from their treatment or distribution 
systems than they usually have in the past. 

Since almost all ground-water in the Pied­
mont/Blue Ridge can be considered as being 
part of the surface or water table aquifer, it is 
quite prone to pollution from man-made sources. 
Special ground-water protection efforts should 
be directed towards those geological environ­
ments in which the high yield well sites may be 
located. 
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